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UKRM=Useful Knowledge Rules Management
GLII= Governmental Leadership of Islamic Iran
USTM=Unificational Subscribes of Three Models
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Discourse 115: Knowledge of past commandments is need to new education

(Persian and English language)
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Basis on triangle “discovery of new hypotheses, centralize on affairs, changing
structure of state”
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In these teachings and discourse attached to it.We want discus about bottom
assumptions argumentative way, theorem introduction to the proved hypothesis is
based on( Being one) , Specifics that was out from conventional solutions for
every things or every bodies and all Inclusion, then our disruptions are according
to unique Systems and Component and other than itself, it is characterized by unity
and independence, That is, everyone is just one and different from another,
because as yet the two were not alike and in thousands key words like Fingerprint,
Hair measurement, Stem cells, face and so on , they are different, and
identification of (one off) from this physical measure, thinking , spiritual manner
and ..... It is possible. Then, menologies is the biggest flaw in sciences human,
society, economic, political and .... Was present and other coverage of these great
topics? Like bottom, so, we lack unique assumptions in “governance, leadership,
management”.
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Monopolistic policy-making teaches us that we cannot imagine the world is a
global village (it is a idiom from McLuhan marshal) and in our minds imagine that
we achieve a unique structure, While we see communities they were separated and
every society is physically is independent of the other community and in the
meantime, everyone demands independence from the other and even ecologically
media have together so much different and unique media as the Gutenberg
gallantly by hot media plan it is not focused at all and cool media which has the
structure of an island, Cannot have policy making’s essences and no be a kind of
unity structure in the sovereignty of a country and not in the world , not testable or
not really try, rather, it is an island and chaotic system but with the order it makes
to inside is still in orbit and necessity for Separating each centralization .
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| believe that conceptualization is a necessary, essential and essential thing, like
monotheism which boils from within man; it means being one and special for
being together is boiling, balanced population, preferred elegiac or satirical poem,
3|Page

Mie (B Cu j3e 2e) & (4 98 - 9121195673) erll plabe oxi x8aly s (51 4 ) e o 1) g1 o2ila 3 5ana

Mahmoud Saneipour: interdisciplinary expert and longlife learning (LLL), learned man
, mahmoudsaneipour@gmail.com UKRM  www.elmemofid.com



http://www.elmemofid.com/
mailto:mahmoudsaneipour@gmail.com

symmetric (discourse 27 from me). Advantage maker (discourse 28), Integration
and reginal on over Global planning of the country like( France , Germany , japan,
china, italy and so on written in discourse 16 and 21 from me) , predominated
Political Geography(discourse 22 ), Logistics with distributive justice( discourse
35), with a chain focused on a string and twisted to gather(discourse 43), the
philosophy of this uniqueness in management has not yet been stated and If said
not heard or not understood(discourse 165 the contribution of philosophy in the
development of the country by this researcher),this philosophy should be title of
Existential Philosophy in governance in the world(discourse 27), it is in
accordance with justice , justice is not possible without justice tools, by sermon
and also is not advice, , by written and legislation on the paper is not acceptance |,
it is by discovering the hypotheses that obtained from rationality capital and
contraption, by interdisciplinary experts and does not have a key but also
thousands of special keys for every effective center, It is also very new and in the
meanwhile It is also very new and unconventional, non-compliments and
ceremonies, non-motto, no need to show off and chant , no need to promises, it
deals with human nature, it's hard work, if it works, become paradigm shift , If the
landscaping of the area falls it happens full employment in short time , otherwise,
the texts are without content and content from others.
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I want present a list of new hypotheses no assumptions, because there is a
difference between hypotheses and assumption, hypotheses or theory aachieved by
research and Verification test, but the presumption of rulings is in the past Which
is still considered fixed and obvious, like any religious orders, legislative,
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scientific and techno locally which in rapid scientific and technological changes It
has lost its originality and authenticity, we have a lot of things ahead of us that
internal more serious messengers and more than external dangers like Star wars
and biologic , Earthquake hazards and collapse of systems which convinces us that
change how to prioritize related countries,s management . Therefore hypotheses
are based on argument and even we can say that’s every initial theory it has no
originality and certification is depends on scientific and technologic basis it is on
the way to learning and test of truth.
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The our assumptions firstly they seem obviously but them wrong, we are still
confused about darkness, Enlightenment, biology, religiosity, ethics, recognize
enemy policies and Social Affairs and so on, and sometimes we do not know
anything at all, we are ignorant and we are rash and so about hypothesis those it
the result was fundamental one or many questions , we rely on our assumptions
and However, the our assumption stems from a previous origin and cholera is
different from the current cases, our understand and focus is on the past
information’s insight(the teaching 83 thousands insights from this researchers ) it is
no longer considered consciousness, but this is assumed for our simplistic
thinking, as advice and its chains which did not lead to solution of fundamental
problems and the results of our decision is spontaneously will be changed to more
complex issues and more complicated problems(teaching 53 by this author), The
missile that is being built from past information’s reverse Engineering, in next
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stage will accomplish and more with our new information and goals, any external
movement it prepares us for more carful decisions which must be based on new
basis and otherwise we decide with our unknown world In a vacuum.
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The above example is true in all affaires as a hypothesis, the new problems became
solved by new hypotheses and solutions are like comprehensive Defense from the
country and creating moderation and or new necessity and it replaces the old and
the need to update, these constant changes are a must be without mixing by anther
components and even contradictory like conflict of interest and Takes charge of the
proceedings and so, making haste for reforming of structure of state into Monetary
issues, Employment, spatial planning, Distributive justice logistic and hundreds
the Dilemmas , a Systemic corruption for making concerning of rent and it
cannot rehabilitate with grammatical system and therefore, opportunities are lost,
Of course, such measures are needed into Interdisciplinary and extra-disciplinary
expertise that isnt the necessity known or not created in universities and by
connecting to action fields.
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The history of the events lifespan of human life shows that unexpected events
happens suddenly in any governances, (their compression causes have been
investigated in the 114 teachings), this event modifier that the power of
government takes out from the rulers of the governances, it usually starts in
big cities and its context because wasteful Immigrations from villages to big cities
and the risks involved related to this destruction and transformation because all
assumptions and rulings, commonplace instruments and Stable in terms of
influence disables in practice, don’t doubt , many results of these destructions were
from government and many also are from enemy area or other causes, this
pluralization internal or external causes which are called the cause of consistency,
they are in charge of the transformation, That researchers are transformative Find
out why this happened!!, It's too late!!!, but the citizens related to this governance,

they have not something to do these researches , at this time “Excuse me” from

governance and uprising by the claimants, specifies the orientation, such these
criticisms are kike giving a treasures to governances, | have seen or studied like
these apologizing so much in the history .
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The autarky states sometimes they come to their senses and follow the path of
rationality, but they should know that rational affairs need to acknowledgment of
attendees and observers and confirmations of the result should be reason view not a
revelation that does not help solve the riddle, the essential preliminarily or Bedaa
and Divine destinies and other figurative logic does not replace action, effort and
struggle, If these facilitates were easy, there was no need for clever tactics and
interdisciplinary expertise, Global trends reveals natural currents of governance
and Unity of Hypotheses and one off step by step and accuracy of triangle ”
guarantee , text , content “ one by one , (a person who sold good ones) , these are
good, <his is not what it means to be aristocratic to it a single architecture about
this matter, such this system cannot for Social Justice , The hardest work in the
world is justice movement so the rest is easy. Should be one off team« not the
components of a case scattered in a large city, in the leadership organization
Unread documents should not be signed and sit in a chair commands and demands
of the enemy, it means should be say that is one of them and be the structure of its
own government that cannot be penetrated.
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A Governance is pretender in monotheism, it must have a unique and worthy

structure, that is, on everything have a centre Inclusive and exclusive, not to claim

in general and to be disparate in components, People come and they hear the
answer” no one is here, Come tomorrow”, it is not consistent, it is not a single
point of view, because the devilfishes they are one, decline governance will reach.
The developing world has tried and creates by Indicators, standards, terminology
of Incoterms and other essentials can created a colored one, coordination and focus
on affairs and send its citizens to nowhere and nobody, we still exist In nowhere
such this initial management, there is a degree of illiteracy and censorship, because
he exceeded that limit, exposed to hundreds of rapes, cannot be landscaping gave
to hand of miscellaneous , cannot be on the provincial structure without balance
then Stabilize distributive justice, one cannot be blessed and another owner of bad
luck and ..... These punishments, grudges, the torments of a disparate system,
want to conflict of interest and hundreds of other conflicts naturally.
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I have written in 114 teachings on useful science( UKRM), the school is called
utility, it is beneficial to the right owner, benefit the citizens and business owners

IS government duties, if the government owners cannot achieve this usefulness and
consider other interests, They are incompetent in terms of governance, therefore,
the government is responsible for remedying of monopoly, many Trusts for anti-
benefices of people, robbery, rentier state, golden Signatures and hundreds of pity
and desire, violation of people's rights, if you cannot afford such a rule you have
to apologize and replace it with experts, As in terms of energy efficiency from”

one off” that could be change to Productive capital therefore, it is necessary
Everyone prepares for” one “ and Do not show evidence and documents |,
competitive for Single service ot is groundbreaking for creating of monotheism
and one the single is not means a selfishness but it is responsibility, It is a race for
be the championship, you think to achieve a single government you need to 100 or
1000 manpower or more? , The rest are personals under the supervision of heroes,
People do not want the commander so high, this is a wide and long organization
like this state that are distributors of rent and corrupt that they are every day”
Berry arrives, fresher than fresh “it is not amendable, they will not give up
until she/he blows the dynasty of the country, Beat water in a mortar, we need a
country of origin that's moaning from all over the country so reach the ear of the
responsible hero, Loss competition is currently in place.
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The models triangular solution in the west about social affairs
1. A triangular grid finite — difference model for widd-inducal circulation

2. Enact solution random walks on the triangular with absorbing bound
dairies

3. Mathematical modelling education in east and west

4. The models triangular solution in the west about social affairs (thousands
models)

5. Global South-South Development Expos: Decent Work Solutions (2010-
2013)

Learn How to Find the Area of a Non-Right Triangle
Three pillars of sustainability: in search of conceptual origins

Abstract
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The three-pillar conception of (social, economic and environmental) sustainability,
commonly represented by three intersecting circles with overall sustainability at
the centre, has become ubiquitous. With a view of identifying the genesis and
theoretical foundations of this conception, this paper reviews and discusses
relevant historical sustainability literature. From this we find that there is no single
point of origin of this three-pillar conception, but rather a gradual emergence from
various critiques in the early academic literature of the economic status quo from
both social and ecological perspectives on the one hand, and the quest to reconcile
economic growth as a solution to social and ecological problems on the part of the
United Nations on the other. The popular three circles diagram appears to have
been first presented by Barbieri (Environ Conserve 14:101, doi:
10.1017/s0376892900011449, 1987), albeit purposed towards developing nations
with foci which differ from modern interpretations. The conceptualization of three
pillars seems to predate this, however. Nowhere have we found a theoretically
rigorous description of the three pillars. This is thought to be in part due to the
nature of the sustainability discourse arising from broadly different schools of
thought historically. The absence of such a theoretically solid conception frustrates
approaches towards a theoretically rigorous operationalization of ‘sustainability’.

Introduction

The last 20 years have witnessed a surge in publications on ‘sustainability’, to the extent
where ‘sustainability science’ is often seen as a distinct field (Kates et al. 2001;
Komiyama and Takeuchi 2006; Schoolman et al. 2012; Kajikawa et al. 2014). Yet despite
this, ‘sustainability’ remains an open concept with myriad interpretations and context-
specific understanding. One particularly prevalent description of ‘sustainability’ employs
three interconnected ‘pillars’ (Asiago 1999; Pope et al. 2004; Gibson 2006; Was et
al. 2011; Molden et al. 2012; Schoolman et al. 2012; Boyer et al. 2016), ‘dimensions’
(Starling 1999; Lehtonen 2004; Carter and Moir 2012; Mori and Christodoulou 2012),
‘components’ (Du Pisonis 2006; Zijp et al. 2015), ‘stool legs’ (Dawe and Ryan 2003;
Voss 2007), ‘aspects’ (Goodland 1995; Lozano 2008; Tanguy et al. 2010), ‘perspectives’
(Brown et al. 1987; Arusha Nyan et al. 2017), etc. encompassing economic, social, and
environmental (or ecological) factors or ‘goals’. It should be noted here that these
competing terms are primarily used interchangeably, and our preference for “pillars’ is
largely arbitrary. This tripartite description is often, but not always, presented in the form

of three intersecting circles of society, environment, and economy, with sustainability
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being placed at the intersection, as shown in Fig. 1. This graphic is found in various
forms as a descriptor of ‘sustainability’ within academic literature, policy documentation,
business literature, and online, and whilst often described as a ‘Venn diagram’, it
commonly lacks the strict logical properties associated with such a construction.
Alternative manifestations include the three depicted visually as nested concentric circles
or literal “pillars’, or independent of visual aids as distinct categories for sustainability
goals or indicators. Whilst attractive for their simplicity, the meaning conveyed by these
diagrams and the wider ‘pillar’ conception itself is often unclear, hampering its ability to
be coherently operationalized. If we are prepared to overlook the lack of semantic clarity
and confusion of competing terms, it can be argued that the ‘three-pillar’ conception of
‘sustainability’ (or ‘sustainable development’Footnotel) is a dominant interpretation
within the literature. Yet the conceptual origins of this description, and the point at which
it emerged into the mainstream, are far from clear, and its exact meaning is a matter of
contention. As Thompson puts it, “much of the...discourse around sustainability...is
organized around...the three-circle rubric without much disciplined thought about how it
does and does not translate into a more comprehensive understanding of sustainability”
(Thompson 2017).

Fig. 1
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Left, typical representation of sustainability as three intersecting circles. Right,
alternative depictions: literal “pillars’ and a concentric circles approach

Full size image

Whilst much contemporary sustainability literature may centre around the UN’s
more diverse set of sustainable development goals (SDGs), the three pillars
themselves were explicitly embedded in their formulation (UN 2012a). This paper
aims to shed light on the origins of the ‘three pillars’, taking the structure of an
initial review of the historical emergence of the concept of ‘sustainability’ from its
disparate early roots to the genesis of ‘sustainable development’ in the 1970s and
1980s. This is followed by a literature survey tracking the early development of
these concepts with an aim to probe the origins of the three pillars, prior to 2001,
when the three circles diagram is first described as a ‘common view’ (Giddings et
al. 2002). In the final discussion, we argue that the emergence of the three-pillar
paradigm, with little theoretical foundation, is primarily the product of the specific
origins of ‘sustainability’ as a concept, aided in part by the agenda of the various
actors that helped to shape its early history.

Historical origins of ‘sustainability’

To understand the emergence of ‘sustainability’ into the mainstream in the 1980s,
it is important to examine the broad roots from which the concept emerged. This is
confounded by the fact that much of the work whose concepts feed into the
narrative predates the language of ‘sustainability’. Authors such as Gruber,
Chardonnay, and Du Pisonis have contributed much to shedding light on a wide
range of early roots (Du Pisonis 2006; Gruber 2012; chardonnay 2014). Of
particular note are the forestry experts of the 17th and 18th centuries such as
Evelyn, and Markowitz, who introduced the concept of sustainable yield in
response to dwindling forest resources across Europe (Warded 2011;
Gruber 2012). Of relevance too are the early political economists such as Smith,
Mill, Ricardo, and Malthus who, in the shadow of the industrial revolution,
questioned the limits of both economic and demographic growth, and recognized
the inherent trade-offs between wealth generation and social justice (Lumley and
Armstrong 2004; chardonnay 2014). The natural scientists and ecologists of the
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19th century and early 20th century too help precipitate the schism between the
anthropocentric conservationists on one hand, prescribing conservation of natural
resources for sustainable consumption, and the biocentrism preservationists, who
call for preservation of nature due to its inherent worth (Calicut and
Mumford 1997).

The modern concept, along with the language of sustainability in a global sense did
not emerge, however, until the late 20th century. The Club of Rome’s ‘Limits to
Growth’ argues for a “world system ... that is sustainable” (Meadows et al. 1972);
this, claims Grober (2012, p155), marks the first modern appearance of the term in
its broad global context. The same year, in ‘A Blueprint for Survival’, which draws
on the unpublished manuscript for *Limits to Growth’, the editors of The Ecologist
present their proposals for the creation of a ‘sustainable society’ (The
Ecologist 1972). Whatever the exact origins of the language, it is from the early
1970s that the concept snowballs; the World Council of Churches’ commission on
“The Future of Man and Society’ in 1974 deem the notion of a ‘sustainable society’
more palatable than the language of limits (Gruber 2012, p167). The Ecology Party
(later to become the British Green Party) adopted their ‘Manifesto for a
Sustainable Society’ in 1975 (The Ecology Party 1975), and a series of books were
published prominently featuring the language of sustainability (Strivers 1976;
Meadows 1977; Piraguas 1977; Cleveland 1979; Comer 1979).In the interests of
brevity, we leave much of the earlier discussion to authors already mentioned.
Instead we pick up the narrative at the cusp of the 1960s environmental
movements, choosing to focus on the strand of ‘development’” and how its critique
contributed to the rise of ‘sustainable development’ in the 1980s.

A twin critique of ‘economic development’

Soon after the Second World War, there emerged a consensus in the Western
world that there was an urgent need for international efforts to aid the
‘development’ of ‘less advanced countries’ (Arndt 1987, p49). It was during this
time that the notion of ‘economic development’, outside of Marxist discourse,
evolved from specifically denoting the exploitation of natural resources in a
colonial context, to refer to a rise in material well-being indicated by an increase in
the flow of goods and services, and growth in per capita income (Arndt 1981).
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Thus from the 1950s, ‘economic development’ became almost synonymous with
‘economic growth’, which in turn had become a major goal of Western economic
policy, although the application of the former term was primarily reserved for
poorer countries (Arndt 1987, p51). Truman’s 1949 ‘Point Four’ marked the first
large-scale technical assistance development programme, notions of building up
capital followed, and by 1961 the United Nations declared “International Trade as
the primary instrument for economic development” (ibid. p72).

The late 1960s and early 1970s witnessed the rise of the modern environmental
movement in the West (Rome 2003; Du Pisonis 2006; Tulloch 2013). Popular
publications such as Carson’s ‘Silent Spring’ (1962), Ehrlich’s ‘The Population
Bomb’ (1968), and The Ecologist’s ‘A Blueprint for Survival’ (1972), coupled
with widespread media coverage of environmental disasters, such as the Santa
Barbra oil spill (1969), acted to increase awareness of the magnitude of the
widespread environmental destruction caused by humans. It has also been argued
that the environment and quality of life issues came to the fore in the West at this
point because ‘basic economic needs’ had been met following the economic
growth of the post-war period (Dunlap and Meriting 1991; Martinez-
Alier 1995).The questioning of economic growth began to re-emerge, with the
prominent works of ‘Limits to Growth’ (1972) and Schumacher’s ‘Small is
Beautiful’ (1973) both arguing that the modern growth-based economy was
unsustainable on a finite planet. The 1973 Qil Crisis, however, and the worldwide
recession that followed, helped to crystallized the idea of the limitations of growth
into both the mainstream and the academic discourse (Du Pisano 2006). This early
discourse was radical and argued that the capitalist economic growth of the
Western world was fundamentally incompatible with ecological and social
sustainability and called for structural reform (Van Der Haiden 1999;
Tulloch 2013; Tulloch and Neilson 2014).

Coupled with an environmental critique of the economic growth paradigm in the
West was a broad criticism of economic development programmes being
implemented in the developing world for their lack of environmental
considerations? Caldwell details several of numerous cases of failed development
projects presented at the 1968 Airlie House Conference on Ecological Aspects of
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International Development (Caldwell 1984). The recurring theme of these projects
was a tendency to prioritise short-term gains over serious considerations of
ecological impacts, either to biodiversity or ecosystem services. This forms part of
a broader critiqgue of the seeming hubristic belief inherent in the mainstream
development discourse of man’s ability to dominate and control natural ecological
processes (Woodhouse 1972).

At the same time it was becoming apparent to many that the ‘progress’ that had
been promised by the early economic growth-based development programmes was
in many ways failing to materialize. Whilst the post-war economic boom had seen
a broad rise in living standards in the West, the focus began to shift to the gross
inequalities and poverties that still existed in many of these societies (Hicks and
Streeten 1979). This led to a second prominent counter-discourse in the
development literature, critiquing the focus on economic growth, with calls for a
shift from a focus of means to ends, to better consider social problems, and a “basic
needs’ approach. Arndt suggests that the first prominent example of this was Seers’
‘The Meaning of Development’ (1969), which argued that economic growth not
only failed as a solution to social difficulties, but often was the cause of them.
Seers argued that indicators of poverty, unemployment, and inequality provided a
truer depiction of the state of ‘development’ or ‘progress’ (Seers 1969; Arndt 1987,
p91). Notable too is Hirsch’s ‘Social Limits to Growth’ (1976), which probes the
pursuit of growth and its fetishisation at the societal level, arguing that it acts to
perpetuate inequalities, and that in fact the social limits to e.g. productivity gains
are more prescient than distant physical limits (Hirsch 1995). This broad social
critique of growth-focused development received attention from both the
International Labour Office (ILO) and the World Bank (see e.g. Hicks and
Streeten 1979; 1LO 1976; Streeten and Burke 1978), to the extent that it was
considered by some to be the “current consensus” (Arndt 1987, p92).

The 1972 UN Conference on the Human—Environment in Stockholm marked the
first global summit to consider human impacts on the environment, and the first
major attempt to reconcile economic development with environmental integrity
which were commonly regarded as incompatible (Caldwell 1984). Emergent from
the conference was the concept of ‘environmentally sound development’, which by
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1973 had been coined as ‘eco-development’ (Clinton 1977; Merbau 1998). ‘Eco-
development” was defined by Ignace Sachs in 1978 as “an approach to
development aimed at harmonizing social and economic objectives with
ecologically sound management, in a spirit of solidarity with future generations”,
further calling for “another kind of qualitative growth” (Glasper 1984, p25).
Credited as one of the earliest ecological economists, Sachs, as an adviser to the
United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), was influential in promoting this
growth-sceptic concept in policy circles during the 1970s (Gomez-Baggethun and
Laredo 2015; Martinez-Alien 2015).

The core elements of ‘eco-development’ are described as the meeting of ‘essential
human needs’, participation, environmental considerations, and the unifying
principle of ‘self-reliance’, understood as not just freedom from the structural
dependence on other nations, but freedom for the individual from the pressures of
political powers or transnational corporations (Glasper 1984, pp25-28). Important
was the discussion of both local and international power structures and how eco-
development faced an uphill battle in challenging them. In this body of literature,
economic growth plays something of a neutral role. Sachs downplays the notion of
‘trade-offs’ between environmental management and economic growth, instead
arguing for “a different, environmentally prudent, sustainable, and socially
responsible growth”, bearing remarkable similarities with later United Nations
rhetoric (Glasper 1984, p216; Berr 2015). This approach seems to differ from that
of other early ecological economists such as Daly and Mishna who suggested no-
growth, and slow-growth economies (Daly 1973; Mishna 1977).Whilst the
environment was being reconciled with economic development, the “basic needs’
approach was being rejected by governments in the developing world; following
the global economic slump of the late 1970s, there arose a tendency to see the
aspirations of ‘modernization’, and the creation of a ‘new international economic
order’, as more important than, and incompatible with, a basic needs approach
(Arndt 1987, pp104-111). Coupled with this, Sachs claims the basic needs-focused
‘eco-development’ was vetoed as a term in international policy forms by the US
administration (Gomez-Baggethun and neared 2015). With social critique
somewhat pushed aside, McNamara, President of the World Bank, called for the
need to “recapture the momentum of economic growth” (Arndt 1987).
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By the 1980s, the early environmental movements had lost momentum, as the
wave of the radical social movements broke and rolled back (Van Der
Heijden 1999). Having been somewhat subdued, throughout the 1980s, the twin
ecological and social critiques of economic development began to interweave with
economic development under what was to be termed ‘sustainable development’
(O’Riordan 1985; Barbier 1987; Brown et al. 1987). Thus, in 1987 when the UN
World Commission on Environment and Development published its report ‘Our
Common Future’ (the Brundtland Report), calling for “a new era of economic
growth—growth that is forceful and at the same time socially and environmentally
sustainable”, the debate had come full circle: economic growth was no longer the
problem, but it was the solution (UN 1987). Co-opting the eco-development
argument of a ‘different quality’ of economic growth, a new ‘win-win’ scenario
emerged by recasting the same old economic growth in “socially and
environmentally sustainable” colours.

Assimilation into the mainstream: the institutionalizing of ‘sustainable
development’

Although the term had been in use for some time (e.g. IUCN, UNEP, WWF 1980),
the Brundtland commission is widely credited with popularising the concept of
‘sustainable development’ by introducing it into international policy discourse
(Basiago 1999; Castro 2004; Johnston et al. 2007; Pope et al. 2004; Redclift 2005;
etc.). It defined “sustainable development’ as “development that meets the needs of
the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their
own needs”. In the years following the publication of the Brundtland Report,
‘sustainable development’ became the dominant paradigm of the environmental
movement, and the literature considering it grew exponentially.The
institutionalising of ‘sustainable development’ would continue with the ‘Rio
Process’, initiated at the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio, where the world’s political
leaders pledged their support to the principle of sustainable development (Jordan
and Voisey 1998). Central to this was the publication of the ‘Rio
Declaration’ consisting of 27 principles intending to guide future ‘sustainable
development’, and ‘Agenda 21’ which articulates a plan for putting these
principles into practice. Agenda 21 built upon the Brundtland Report, emphasising
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the problems of the North-South development divide, championing economic
growth and free trade, and emphasized the need to link social and economic
development with environmental protection (UN 1992). Subsequent summits
occurred in 1997, 2002, and 2012.

Despite the importance of global efforts such as the Rio Declaration and
Brundtland Report in bringing ‘sustainability’ into the mainstream policy
discourse, the consensus building through compromise approach taken has been
criticized. Tulloch argues these documents were responsible for transforming what
was a “marginal counter-hegemonic radical movement” into a platform for
legitimizing and obscuring globalized neoliberal policy (Tulloch 2013). Indeed, the
approach taken by the UN follows the assumptions that poverty causes
environmental degradation; this environmental degradation can be reduced by
reducing poverty; to reduce poverty, developing countries need economic growth,
which requires freer markets (Castro 2004). This logic is at best simplistic
(Lélé 1991), and at worst smuggling an inherently ideological agenda under the
guise of benign necessity (Tulloch 2013), clearly running in direct opposition to
the earlier growth-critical works. Indeed Dryzek, in his categorization of
environmental discourses, describes sustainability as ‘reformist’, in opposition to
the ‘radical’ discourses advocating systemic change, such as the limits discourse
(Dryzek 2005, pp13-16).Criticism of the almost ‘business-as-usual’ approach of
‘sustainable development’, which has been promoted to the mainstream by bodies
such as the UN, has led to a heterogeneous counter-discourse. A common critique
Is of the ‘sufficiently vague’ (Daly 1996) definition promoted by the international
mainstream, ambiguous enough to allow for consensus building, but devoid of
much substance. By the mid-1990s, the concept of ‘sustainable development’ and
the notion of ‘sustainability’ were in vogue (Gatton 1995), finding their way into
academic literature and policy agendas around the globe.
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